
May 6, 2020 
  
Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
  
Dear Governor Whitmer, 

The health community is desperate to care for people, but many hospitals, medical centers and 
other essenJal medical providers are facing dire financial hardships due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.  If our smaller hospitals fail, our communiJes will suffer. If we don’t lead proacJvely, 
we could lose trusted health care in the region. 
  
COVID-19 has had a major impact on hospital operaJons. With the cancelaJon of elecJve 
surgeries and other procedures, systems have had to furlough many workers and eliminate 
other posiJons permanently. Because of current restricJons, many hospitals can’t provide the 
health care needed in areas where COVID-19 has been less impacUul.   

Hospitals have tradiJonally led the charge in determining the best way to care for the health of 
communiJes. We must get back to that. Health care experts are the ones to trust to compile 
data and science to create plans to reopen elecJve surgeries and procedures. This will keep 
hospitals viable and able to conJnue providing health care jobs while also providing necessary 
care for Michiganders in need. Hospital administrators, with the help of the county health 
department, should be given the autonomy to make decisions about how many beds should be 
set aside for COVID-19 paJents versus other normal hospitals operaJons. They know how much 
personal protecJve equipment they have on hand and how much to hold for a possible spike in 
cases in their area. 
  
The problem isn’t limited to hospitals and urgent care centers. Primary care providers, eye care, 
dental care, and many other medical professions must be a part of this restart. Some emergency 
room physicians are reporJng increases in dental cases in emergency rooms as denJst offices 
are closed. We need to allow all sectors of the health care industry to begin providing more 
care. They have always strived to keep us healthy and I am confident they will conJnue to do so. 
  
Many health care offices and hospitals have high overhead expenses to pay for specialty 
equipment and office space. These expenses do not go away when the doors close. Physicians 
are uniquely aware of the risks of COVID-19 and how to miJgate those risks. If we want to let 



science lead us in determining when it is safe to reopen, we must allow the health care 
providers at the front line be the ones to make the decisions in their areas. 

It is becoming more and more clear that this virus is affecJng each part of the state differently. 
Shouldn’t we trust our exisJng front-line health care experts be the ones to make the real-Jme 
decisions as to how to care for their own paJents? If we trust them to care for cancer or 
childbirth, shouldn’t we trust them to make decisions as to when it is safe to open their own 
offices?  When physicians treat paJents, they take an oath to do no harm. The Jme has come to 
trust their judgement. 

We constantly weigh side effects vs. benefits because there are nearly always side effects to 
every treatment. COVID-19 is no different. There are many side effects to this quaranJne. Other 
important health issues have been put on hold. The economy has been severely damaged. 
Mental health and substance abuse have been strained. These side effects cannot be ignored. 

Sincerely, 

Randal S. Baker, MD - President - Grand Health Partners 
Chris Nawrocki, PT - CEO - The Center for Physical RehabilitaJon 
Dan DisJn, PT - President - The Center for Physical RehabilitaJon 
Brian Gilbert, PT - COO - The Center for Physical RehabilitaJon 
Kevin S. Hahn, DDS - Hahn Dental Group 
Maija Hahn, MS - Hahn Dental Group and Applewood Dental 
Luke Van Klompenberg, MD - West Michigan ER Doctor 
Nadia Habecker, Office Manager - Macatawa Smiles 
Dr. Brenton Habecker - Macatawa Smiles 
Michael A. Ledtke, MD - Family PracJce 
Dr. Kyle Denholm - Breath of Life ChiropracJc  
Amanda Sinkler, Ultrasound Tech - West Michigan Hospital 
Kevin Murrell, DDS - Shelby Smile Designs 
Garreb Soldano, DC - Soldano Family ChiropracJc Center 
ChrisJne Stalsonburg, LMT - Angelic Energy Wellness Center 
Julie M. Forte, DDS - Forte Family DenJstry 
Julie LaFave, FNP-BC - Thunder Bay Community Health Services, Inc. 
Kelly Pater Hearn, DDS - CARE DenJstry 
Kelly Summerfield, RN, MSN, CNM - Haddad Medical 
Anne Pfeffer, OD - Northwest Optometry  
Holly Lookabaugh-Deur, PT, DSc, GCS, CEEAA - Ivy Rehab Network 
Laura McCann, ABA PracJJoner - LucraJve Movement  
Eric Hartman, DC - Hartman Family ChiropracJc & Wellness Center 
Kyley Hartl, RDH 
Brian Hales, OD 
Steven M. Prince, DDS 



Jeanne Smithbauer, OD 
Jeffrey Dwan, DDS MS 
David E. Habecker, DDS 
Kai Steele, DDS 
Heather Grant, LMT 
Angela A. Yates, CMT/LMT 
Kathy J Hamilton, RN 
Robin Zylstra RN 
Carol Henderson, RDH 
Tiffany Steffel, RN, BSN, CPN  
 

Luke Meerman  
State RepresentaJve 88th District 


