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Dear Neighbors,  

 

Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family. This is our 

November 2020 edition of my E-Newsletter. The following e-

mail will provide up to date information regarding several 

issues surrounding the state’s COVID-19 response and other 

issues happening in state government. 

 

I continue to work with local, state, and federal officials to 

make sure that medical and financial resources are properly 

getting to the Greater Rochester area to combat the spread 

of COVID-19. Please continue to practice social distancing and 

following the CDC guidelines as positive cases increase in our 

state.  

 

For more information, please visit my website at 

www.repmichaelwebber.com, or contact my office by phone 

at (517) 373-1773 or by email at 

michaelwebber@house.mi.gov. If you have any questions, 

concerns or opinions on what is happening, please contact 

me.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

http://gophouse.org/representatives/southeast/webber/
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http://www.rochesterhills.org/
http://www.ci.rochester.mi.us/
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/
http://www.oakgov.com/index.html
http://www.repmichaelwebber.com/
mailto:(517)%20373-1773
mailto:michaelwebber@house.mi.gov


County 

Rochester 

Community 

Schools 

Avondale 

School District 

Oakland 

Schools 

 

 

Michael Webber 

State Representative, 45th District 

 
 
COVID-19 Update  
 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) has issued an Epidemic Order effective November 
18th that has temporarily shut down indoor dining room 
establishments, movie theaters, casinos, in-person learning at 
higher education and high school institutions, and group 
exercise classes for three weeks. Please continue to follow 
guidelines from the Oakland County Health Department and 
MDHHS for up-to-date information.  
 
Information about COVID-19 continues to change. The latest 
information can be found at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and 
CDC.gov/Coronavirus. 
 
The state Supreme Court decision in early October confirmed 
that Michigan’s COVID-19 response plan needs to be a 
collaborative effort between the Legislature and governor. 
The protections passed in October demonstrate what can be 
accomplished when we roll up our sleeves and work together 
to provide a smarter, safer way forward for Michigan families 
throughout this pandemic.  
 
Senate Bill 886, which received unanimous support in both 
the House and Senate, safeguards the Unemployment 
Insurance Agency benefits put in place to address the 
pandemic and guarantees those claims will continue 
uninterrupted for the maximum number of weeks allowed by 
the federal government. The plan would protect workers who 
left work to self-isolate or quarantine, as well as people who 
are immunocompromised or need to care for a family 
member diagnosed with COVID-19. It also ensures job 
providers will continue to be held harmless for 
unemployment benefit charges if their employees were laid 
off because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senate Bill 1094 and House Bill 6137 aim to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 in nursing homes by implementing 

http://www.oakgov.com/index.html
https://www.rochester.k12.mi.us/
https://www.rochester.k12.mi.us/
https://www.rochester.k12.mi.us/
http://www.avondale.k12.mi.us/
http://www.avondale.k12.mi.us/
http://www.oakland.k12.mi.us/
http://www.oakland.k12.mi.us/


recommendations of the Nursing Homes COVID-19 
Preparedness Task Force. The bills prohibit the return of 
COVID-19-positive residents to nursing facilities unless they 
have fully recovered, or the facility has established a state-
approved dedicated area to care for people with the virus. In 
addition, the legislation allows safe and responsible in-person 
visitations for all nursing home residents, requires health 
data reporting and a plan to the address testing needs for our 
most vulnerable. The measures received unanimous support 
from legislators. 
 
Other measures approved by the Legislature would: 

 Provide liability protections for businesses, schools, 
hospitals, and non-profits from frivolous COVID-19 
lawsuits, while prohibiting an employer from taking 
adverse employment action against an employee who 
is absent from work due to COVID-19 (HBs 6030-6032 
& 6101). 

 Provide local governments, school boards and other 
public bodies with a method to meet electronically, if 
necessary, to conduct business and engage with the 
public (SB 1108). 

 Provide flexibility to allow licensed health care 
workers such as physician assistants, registered 
nurses and pharmacists to continue testing people for 
COVID-19 (House Bill 6293). 

 Allow important documents, such as wills, deeds and 
other forms to be signed and witnessed electronically 
through the end of 2020 (HBs 6294-97). 

 Allow retirees to return to work to help the UIA or the 
Michigan Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration with the overwhelming number of 
claims without forfeiting their retirement benefits (SB 
911). 

 Extend the validity of vehicle registrations, driver’s 
licenses and state identification cards that expired 
after March 2020, and waive late fees associated with 
renewing expired documents (HBs 5756, 5757, 6192). 

 Establish a plan to open state unemployment offices 
and Secretary of State branches to better serve the 
public (SB 748). 

 
The House of Representatives unveiled a plan in October 



giving the people of Michigan more certainty and control in 
these challenging times – allowing for data-driven COVID-19 
responses that reflect conditions in local communities.  
 
By working in partnership with qualified members of our 
state’s medical community to shape the best COVID-19 
responses for Michigan, this plan will prevent local 
communities from being forced to conform to the same 
default cookie-cutter response as all other communities 
across the state. 
 
The plan aligns with the professional advice we’ve heard 
from local health experts about the importance of local 
strategies to protect both lives and livelihoods of all Michigan 
residents. If this plan is implemented, the people of Michigan 
will have greater transparency and certainty on why closure 
decisions are being made.  
 
When the data supports it, local public health experts will 
have the option to modify their COVID-19 policies at the 
county level – potentially loosening state limits on gathering 
sizes, restaurant capacity and other measures that would 
remain in place in other counties.  
 
If the data indicates a county has risen above these COVID 
metrics, intervention strategies would immediately go into 
effect. 
 
The people of Michigan expect and deserve the governor and 
the Legislature to work together in a bipartisan effort to 
address COVID-19. We’ve all got to work together toward a 
common goal to get through this and expect more work to be 
done in December.  
 
 
Joint Senate-House Oversight Committee Hearings on the Election 
 
Election integrity is incredibly important. That’s why we have 

a system that relies on well-vetted election laws to lay out 

clear procedures in Michigan. 

 

The role of the Legislature is to pass laws and provide 

necessary oversight over state government. When a growing 



number of residents reach out to their elected officials 

stating that they believe there was potential wrongdoing 

during our November election, we have an oversight duty to 

investigate these claims. 

 

On Saturday, November 7th, the Joint Senate and House 

Oversight Committee met for the first time to begin this 

oversight duty. The committee had a second meeting this 

past Thursday, November 19th where we heard from the 

county clerks of Kent, Ingham, and Antrim counties. There 

will be additional meetings in the weeks ahead.  

 

While it won’t change the outcome of who won the 

presidential election in Michigan, with Joe Biden holding a 

154,000-vote lead, it is important for our election integrity to 

know the truth.  

 

In that same spirit, myself and over 40 legislators have joined 

former Secretary of State Ruth Johnson in requesting an audit 

of the election, which is a common practice following large 

elections in our state.  

 

The election has been certified. Only individual candidates 

can ask for a recount of the ballots, not the Legislature. When 

it is believed that election laws aren’t being followed, the 

proper remedy for a candidate is to bring a state or federal 

lawsuit. 

 

I hope that our oversight committee work can lead to 

potential election law changes that the next Legislature can 

debate before the 2022 election cycle.   

 
 
Swim Training Facilities Bill 
 
Supporting small businesses throughout the Greater 

Rochester Area and the whole state during COVID-19 is a 

priority of mine, which is why I introduced a bill that would 



change the law governing indoor public pools to add “learn to 

swim” programs and distinguish them from public pools. The 

law governing indoor public pools was enacted long before 

the learn to swim business model utilizing an indoor 

swimming pool was in existent.  

 

Learn to swim programs are a growing industry and are so 

significantly different than the typical indoor public pool 

found at a hotel, gym or other public facility. As such they 

deserve their own definition in law that recognizes this fact. 

Learn to swim programs provide an essential service to the 

public by keeping kids safe in the water, pools and lakes. 

 

We have all heard how important teaching kids how to swim 

is from our constituents. By ensuring learn to swim 

businesses can be defined in law and operate is vital for the 

safety and welfare of our youngest Michiganders. The COVID-

19 pandemic should not stop kids from learning how to swim. 

 

House Bill 6190 passed the full House and Senate Regulatory 

Reform Committee with strong bi-partisan support and is 

now on the Senate floor.   

 
 
Funeral Home Consumer Protections Bill 
 
I introduced House Bills 6290 and 6291 in October, requiring 
funeral homes and crematories to have access to 
refrigeration needed to store dead human bodies as a 
necessary consumer protection, respecting the dignity of a 
human body. 
 
The bill package requires that within 48 hours (pending an 
amendment) after the body of a deceased individual arrives 
at a funeral home establishment or crematory that the owner 
or operator must either embalm the body, cremate the body 
or store the body in a refrigeration unit. 
 
This consumer protection issue was brought to my attention 
because of issues in funeral homes mainly in our region. Once 



 

I read about these incidents, I began working with the 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) state department and 
industry stakeholders to find a resolution. 
 
This bill package is before the House Committee on 
Regulatory Reform.  
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